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If you are looking for an effective chess opening strategy to use as White, this book will 
provide you with everything you need to use the Rubinstein Attack to set up aggressive 
attacking formations. Building on ideas developed by the great Akiba Rubinstein, this 
book offers an opening system for White against most Black defensive formations.

The Rubinstein Attack is essentially an opening of ideas rather than memorized 
variations. Move order is rarely critical, the flow of the game will usually be the same 
regardless of initial move order. As you play through the games in this book you will see 
each of White’s major strategies put to use against a variety of defensive formations. 

As you play through the games in this book, pay close attention to the means White 
uses to carry out the attack. You’ll see the same patterns repeated over and over again, and 
you can use these stragies to break down you opponent’s defenses. The basic theme of each 
game is indicated in the title in the game header.

The Rubinstein is a highly effective opening against most defenses to 1.d4, but it is not 
particularly effective against the King’s Indian or Gruenfeld formations. To handle those 
openings, you’ll need to play c4 and enter some of the main lines, though you can choose 
solid formations with a pawn at d3. Against those openings, place your bishop at e2 and 
castle quickly. These are not the sharpest variations of the King’s Indian and Gruenfeld, 
but they are reliable and your position will not suffer from any weaknesses which can be 
exploited by your opponent.

Your main weapons in the Rubinstein Attack are a strong bishop at d3, aiming at 
Black’s vulnerable h7-square, and strong knights, one of which usually finds its way to 
e5. Your other bishop goes to b2, where it can later help in the kingside attack and until 
then will provide support at d4 and e5. This bishop can become a direct participant in the 
attack if the pawn at d4 can be gotten out of the way, usually by capturing a Black pawn 
at c5. Play along the c-file can be organized by playing Rc1 and c4, later capturing Black’s 
pawn at d5, opening up the c-file.
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Bogoljubow Variation

Rubinstein vs. Salwe
Match, Lodz, 1903

Bogoljubow Variation: Open [D05]
Attack along the g-file
1 d4 d5
2 e3 e6
3 Bd3 Nf6
4 Nf3 c5
5 b3 Nc6
6 Bb2 Bd6
7 Nbd2 O-O
8 O-O cxd4
9 exd4 Nh5
10 g3

This line had already been shown to work well for White in 
Capablanca vs. Corzo, 1901.

10 … g6
Black creates a retreat for the knight at h5, but creates gaping holes 

in the pawn structure.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdb1w4kd} 
{0pdwdpdp} 
{wdngpdpd} 
{dwdpdwdn} 
{wdw)wdwd} 
{dPdBdN)w} 
{PGPHw)w)} 
{$wdQdRIw} 
vllllllllV

11 Ne5 Bd7
12 f4

The stonewall formation is even more effective when Black’s 
kingside looks like a slice of Swiss cheese.

12 … Ng7
13 a3 f5

Because of the pawn exchange at d4, White has no backward pawn 
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at e3, but Black’s pawn at e6 is going to be very weak, in the long run.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdw1w4kd} 
{0pdbdwhp} 
{wdngpdpd} 
{dwdpHpdw} 
{wdw)w)wd} 
{)PdBdw)w} 
{wGPHwdw)} 
{$wdQdRIw} 
vllllllllV

14 Qe2 Be8
15 Ndf3 Rc8
16 Kh1

This move makes it possible for White to play on the queenside a 
bit later on.

16 … h6?
16...Nxe5 17.Nxe5 Qc7 was a reasonable alternative.

17 Qe3 Be7
18 Rg1 g5
19 g4!

Rubinstein has executed his strategy perfectly, and the opening of 
the kingside leads to Black’s demise.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdr1b4kd} 
{0pdwgwhw} 
{wdndpdw0} 
{dwdpHp0w} 
{wdw)w)Pd} 
{)PdB!Ndw} 
{wGPdwdw)} 
{$wdwdw$K} 
vllllllllV

19 … gxf4
19...fxg4 20.fxg5 gxf3 21.gxh6 and Black is busted.



103

Bogoljubow Variation

20 Qxf4 Bg5
21 Nxg5 hxg5
22 Qg3 f4

This keeps the f-file closed, but it turns the bishop at d3 into a 
monster!

23 Qh3 Nxe5
24 Qh7+!

A useful intermezzo, driving the enemy king out into the open 
battlefield.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdr1b4kd} 
{0pdwdwhQ} 
{wdwdpdwd} 
{dwdphw0w} 
{wdw)w0Pd} 
{)PdBdwdw} 
{wGPdwdw)} 
{$wdwdw$K} 
vllllllllV

24 … Kf7
25 dxe5 Rg8
26 a4!

On the other side of the board, a small pawn move makes it 
possible for the dark square bishop to join the attack from a3.

26 … b6
27 Ba3 Rc5

Salwe offers an exchange sacrifice, but there is no salvation there, 
and the offer is declined.

28 Qg6+ Kf8
29 Qf6+!

This forces the queen off, and White has a winning position.
29 … Qxf6
30 exf6 Bc6
31 Bxc5+ bxc5
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32 fxg7+
Black resigned.
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Bogoljubow Variation
Rubinstein vs. Chigorin

Quadrangular Tournament, Lodz , 1906
Bogoljubow Variation: Open [D05]

Knights at e5 and g5
1 d4 d5
2 Nf3 e6
3 e3 Nf6
4 Bd3 c5
5 b3 Nc6
6 O-O a6

A bit slow.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdb1kgw4} 
{dpdwdp0p} 
{pdndphwd} 
{dw0pdwdw} 
{wdw)wdwd} 
{dPdB)Ndw} 
{PdPdw)P)} 
{$NGQdRIw} 
vllllllllV

7 Bb2 cxd4
8 exd4 Bd6
9 Nbd2 O-O
10 Re1 Bd7
11 Ne5 Rc8

11...Nb4 12.Bf1 Rc8 13.c3 Nc6 14.Ndf3 leads to a balanced game, 
but White still has good attacking prospects.

12 a3 Ne7
13 Ndf3 Ng6
14 g3 Be8
15 Ng5!

Even without an immediate threat at f7 or h7, this is a useful move.
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cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdr1b4kd} 
{dpdwdp0p} 
{pdwgphnd} 
{dwdpHwHw} 
{wdw)wdwd} 
{)PdBdw)w} 
{wGPdw)w)} 
{$wdQ$wIw} 
vllllllllV

15 … Be7
15...h6 would weaken g6. 16.Nxe6! fxe6 17.Nxg6 Bxg6 18.Bxg6

16 h4! Nh8?!
16...Bd6 would have been wiser, waiting for the h-pawn to advance 

before retreating the knight into the corner.
17 a4 h6
18 Nh3 Nd7
19 Nf4 Bb4
20 c3 Bd6

20…Bxc3? 21.Qc2! Bxe1 22.Bh7#
21 Qc2 g6

Another weakness is created, this time at h6.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdr1b4kh} 
{dpdndpdw} 
{pdwgpdp0} 
{dwdpHwdw} 
{Pdw)wHw)} 
{dP)Bdw)w} 
{wGQdw)wd} 
{$wdw$wIw} 
vllllllllV

22 Qd2 g5
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Black is in some difficulty, but opening up the kingside is not the 
answer. Still, it is hard to find a better move.

23 Nh3 Nxe5
24 dxe5 Be7
25 hxg5 hxg5
26 Qe2

The kingside light squares are just too weak.
26 … Ng6
27 Qg4 Kg7
28 Rad1!?

A useful move, setting up threats on the d-file.
28 … b5
29 c4!

A powerful break that opens up key lines.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdr1b4wd} 
{dwdwgpiw} 
{pdwdpdnd} 
{dpdp)w0w} 
{PdPdwdQd} 
{dPdBdw)N} 
{wGwdw)wd} 
{dwdR$wIw} 
vllllllllV

29 … bxc4
30 bxc4 Bc6

Both of Black’s bishops are relegated to purely defensive duties.
31 Bc1

Both of White’s are attacking!
31 … Rh8
32 Nxg5 Qe8
33 Bxg6 fxg6
34 Nxe6+

Black could have resigned here.
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cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdrdqdw4} 
{dwdwgwiw} 
{pdbdNdpd} 
{dwdp)wdw} 
{PdPdwdQd} 
{dwdwdw)w} 
{wdwdw)wd} 
{dwGR$wIw} 
vllllllllV

34 … Kg8
35 Bg5 Bxg5
36 cxd5 Bb7
37 Nxg5 Rc5
38 Ne4
Black resigned.
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Capablanca vs. Corzo
Match, Havana, 1901

Bogoljubow Variation: Open [D05]
The ...Nh5 trick for Black

1 d4 d5
2 e3 e6
3 Bd3 Nf6
4 Nf3 c5
5 b3 Nc6
6 Bb2 Bd6
7 Nbd2 O-O
8 O-O cxd4
9 exd4 Nh5!?

Sending the knight to the edge of the board is often a useful 
strategy for Black when White has left the f4-square unguarded. The 
idea is to bring the knight to f4 and attack the bishop at d3 while also 
covering the e2 square so that there is no potential retreat.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdb1w4kd} 
{0pdwdp0p} 
{wdngpdwd} 
{dwdpdwdn} 
{wdw)wdwd} 
{dPdBdNdw} 
{PGPHw)P)} 
{$wdQdRIw} 
vllllllllV

10 g3
A significant concession because the light squares in the White 

king’s camp will be weak. However, because Black is saddled with a bad 
bishop at c8, there is no danger unless Black is able to free the position 
with an e5-break.

10 … f5
10...Nb4!? comes into consideration.

11 Ne5! Nf6
12 f4
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White has now established a strong stonewall formation.
12 … Bxe5?!

The knight is strong, but giving up the dark square bishop to get rid 
of it is to high a price to pay.

13 fxe5 Ng4
14 Qe2 Qb6

It will not be possible for Black to place enough pressure at d4 to 
cause white any problems.

15 Nf3 Bd7
The bishop will sit uselessly on this square until it briefly emerges 

and is swept off the board.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdwdw4kd} 
{0pdbdw0p} 
{w1ndpdwd} 
{dwdp)pdw} 
{wdw)wdnd} 
{dPdBdN)w} 
{PGPdQdw)} 
{$wdwdRIw} 
vllllllllV

16 a3 Kh8
17 h3 Nh6
18 Qf2 Nf7
19 Kg2

Capablanca is in no rush and slowly prepare his his attack
19 … g5
20 g4 Ne7

Black certainly can’t afford to open the diagonal leading to h7.
21 Qe3 Rg8
22 Rae1?!

Generally, this is a good idea, but here it is flawed.
22.Rf2 would have been stronger, to double on the f-file.
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22 … Ng6
23 gxf5 Nf4+!

Black can now eliminate White’s powerful bishop.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdwdwdri} 
{0pdbdndp} 
{w1wdpdwd} 
{dwdp)P0w} 
{wdw)whwd} 
{)PdB!NdP} 
{wGPdwdKd} 
{dwdw$Rdw} 
vllllllllV

24 Kh2 Nxd3
25 Qxd3 exf5

Black now has a defensible position, and even some attacking 
chances on the kingside. However, there are a number of weaknesses, 
and Capablanca mercilessly exploits them.

26 c4!
Opening a new front in the center.

26 … Qe6
27 cxd5 Qxd5
28 e6!

A huge shot! The pawn cannot be captured.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdwdwdri} 
{0pdbdndp} 
{wdwdPdwd} 
{dwdqdp0w} 
{wdw)wdwd} 
{)PdQdNdP} 
{wGwdwdwI} 
{dwdw$Rdw} 
vllllllllV

28 … Bb5
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28...Bxe6 29.Rxe6! Qxe6 30.d5+ snares the queen and more.
29 Qxb5!!

The queen sacrifice is fully justified. The power of White’s bishop at 
b2 should not be underestimated!

29 … Qxb5
30 d5+ Rg7
31 exf7

Capablanca has just two pieces for the queen, but Black’s rooks are 
useless and White’s will quickly make their presence felt.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{rdwdwdwi} 
{0pdwdP4p} 
{wdwdwdwd} 
{dqdPdp0w} 
{wdwdwdwd} 
{)PdwdNdP} 
{wGwdwdwI} 
{dwdw$Rdw} 
vllllllllV

31 … h6?
31...Qd7 would have provided more defensive resources.

32 Nd4 Qxf1
Black is forced into a horrible endgame.
It is too late for 32...Qd7
because of 33.Nxf5

33 Rxf1 Rxf7
34 Rxf5 Rxf5
35 Nxf5+ Kh7
36 Ne7

The rook is no match for White’s minor pieces and passed pawn.
36 … Rf8
37 Kg2 h5
38 d6 g4
39 hxg4 hxg4
40 Be5 Kh6
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41 d7 Rd8
42 Ng8+!

A clean, efficient win, of the sort Capablanca would later become 
famous for.

42 … Rxg8
43 Bf6 Kg6
44 d8=Q Rxd8
45 Bxd8

White has a bishop of the “wrong color”, but Black cannot exchange 
queenside pawns and reach a drawn bishop and rook pawn vs. king 
endgame.

cuuuuuuuuC 
{wdwGwdwd} 
{0pdwdwdw} 
{wdwdwdkd} 
{dwdwdwdw} 
{wdwdwdpd} 
{)Pdwdwdw} 
{wdwdwdKd} 
{dwdwdwdw} 
vllllllllV

45 … b5
46 Kf2 Kf5
47 Ke3 Ke5
48 Kd3 Kd5
49 Kc3 g3
50 Bh4 g2
51 Bf2 a5

51...a6 52.Kb4 Kc6 53.Ka5 Kb7 54.Bg1 Black must lose the a-pawn, 
and then the b-pawn.

52 b4 Ke4
52...a4 53.Kd3 Ke6 54.Kd4 Kd6 55.Bg1 Kc6 56.Ke5 Kb7 57.Kd6 Ka6 

58.Kc5! (58.Kc6 would be stalemate!)
53 Bb6 Kd5
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53...a4 54.Bg1 Kd5 55.Kd3 reaches the 52...a4 line.
54 Kd3 Kc6
55 Bg1 Kd5
56 Bh2 Kc6
57 Kd4 a4
58 Ke5 Kb6
59 Kd5 Ka6
60 Kc6
Black resigned.


